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man's door, but while opportunity thundered at
Mr, Lansing's portal "his ear was closed with the
cotton of negligence/'

Early in 1920 Mr. Wilson dismissed him,
brutally, abruptly, with the petulance of an invalid
too tired to be fair; for a reason so obviously dis-
ingenuous that Mr. Lansing had the sympathy of
the country. He should either have told the truth
then and there or forever have held his peace; and
had he remained mute out of the mystery would
have grown a myth. The fictitious Lansing would
have become an historical character. But he
must needs write a book. It does not make pleas-
ant reading. It does not make its author a hero*

It does, however, answer the question the curi-
ous asked at the time of his appointment: "Why
did the President make Mr. Lansing Secretary of
State?"
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